
PRESIDENT’S CORNER
First and foremost, Chic Randow

reports that our Pawnee will be back in
service the first week in April!  

Being without our Pawnee did not
mean flying ceased!  Thanks to the gen-
erosity of Lanier and Thecla Frantz of Blue
Ridge Soaring and our Bud Klaser, we
have been able to get our sailplanes in the
air most weekends the weather was suit-
able.  Frequently Bud was at W13 with the
beautiful Super Cub and had the tow line
laid out and inspected before others could
get the planes out and preflighted.  What
dedication to service!  We all thank him 

As I write this on a rainy Sunday
afternoon, I am also preparing the agenda
for our April 6 Board meeting.  This will
be the first meeting of this distinguished
group, and they will have plenty to do!
There is business mandated by state law
and our by-laws, including selecting a
Registered Agent, selecting alternate signa-
tors for our bank accounts, reviewing spe-
cial memberships for renewal, reviewing
the lease of 7780S, and updating commit-
tees and appointing new ones.  

Leftover from previous meetings,
the Board will be selecting someone to
“audit” our books and developing a plan to
reduce our long-term outstanding loan
commitments.  The Board will also explore
the need for E&O insurance, review a draft
Operations Manual, receive a report on a
1983 unreleased lien on 3619T, and discuss
our approach to getting the old sales taxes
paid on 922SB, and securing proper state
licensing for it.

Treasurer Hal Loken, with the
approval of the Board on a trial basis, has
begun using Eagles Nest Bookkeeping
Services for billing and collection of dues
and fees.  You can expect to receive invoic-
es and statements.    

And, on an exciting note, Jim
Garrison is planning to teach a four to five
weekend cross-country course beginning in
late spring or early summer!!

Come to W13 and get high!
Graham

DISASSEMBLY PARTY CREW

Shenandoah V alley Soaring

On Sunday, March 18, seven SVSmembers disassembled 7780S
for its trailer trip toLarr y Stahl’ s shop at Petersburg, W.Va. for
an annual inspection. (Not shown in the group picture is photog-
rapher Ben Johnson.) The day was chilly and windy, but as Jim
Garrison frequently noted with regret, the soaring would have
been great. Mike Moses, below left, was a lead disassembly
mechanic, along with Matt Putz, below right, who towed the
trailered 2-33 to Petersburg, plus  Garrison, Johnson, Mike
Shulman, Bev Orndorff, Graham Pitsenberger. After 7780S
left, the crew adjourned to the hangar, to sweep and to play jig-
saw puzzle with the 1-26, trailers and other equipment to deter-
mine a best fit for all of our toys. The exercise led to the location
of a suspension system for the 1-26, which was put into place the
following week. (See page 2)
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3-D PUZZLE SOLVED
The puzzle: How do you fit four aircraft, two of which have wingspans of more than 50 feet, plus two
glider-containing trailers, plus an electric golf cart into one hangar space at Eagle’s Nest? The answer:
Think in the third dimension — up. One-Nine-Tango has long been suspended, thanks to an electric hoist
system installed by Mike Moses,and now, the 1-26’s storage has a similar solution, again thanks to a
system developed and installed by Mike. Unlike the 2-33 system, which runs off the hangar’s ac power,
the 1-26 hoist is powered by battery, and the single-seater is suspended largely over 98-Zulu’s left wing.
No SVS member should attempt to move aircraft in or out of the hangar without a checkout by or guid-
ance from a member who is familiar with the procedures, systems and positions. Meanwhile, President
Graham Pitsenbergernotes another glider trailer could yet be fitted into the hangar.
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