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More Work on Blanik’s Tailwheel Area
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Stiffener-ectomy and Transplant

Jerry Bass (left), an Eagle’s Nest pil@raham PitsenbergerandChic Randow went back into the tailwheel
structure of the Blanik — an earlier repair was ptated a few weeks before — to replace a tailwhe#éner that
(right photo) obviously required replacement. Thetathfatigue fractures apparently occurred oveetfiend by
way of prolonging the life of the recent repaitse SVS repair team advises not hooking other glibehind the
Blanik for ground tows

President’'s Corner

Thanks to You, It Gets Done

My previous little monthly dissertations ~ someone pre-flighting 80S found one missing
that our editor twists my arm to write have  rivet out of the thousands that are on it and
dealt mostly with corporate and organizationakeported it to a CFl. Someone else noticed that
matters. I'll shift gears a little and mention  a couple of those tiny little screws in the
some operations observations this month.  Blanik canopies were missing and others were

Although we use no DO (Director of loosening [each cost $7.53 from Blanik.]
Operations) or GOD (Ground Operations Tools and supplies, from screwdrivers to
Director) as other soaring clubs, our SVS tire gauges to glass cleaner, and trash bags,
functions pretty smoothly. Everyone availablemagically appear at the hanger. Trash
just pitches in and does what needs to be dondisappears without a trace as do dirty oil-

And, we are pretty good at operating in a safechecking and canopy-cleaning cloths and clean
manner. For example, it is hard to believe thabnes reappear. Donations are not restricted to
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small items. A compressor, a workbench, and

a new Pawnee window showed up recently. Member Profile
Once an entire wax job appeared on the
Pawnee by some unknown elf(s)! These are Jay Darmstadter

just a few of the examples of how this
volunteer organization has run for several
years — and quite well.

While I have a fair amount of
organizational and aviation experience, it does
not extend to glider clubs. | have no opinion if
SVS would function better with more
operational structure. | do know that it has
functioned quite well over the years. | also
know that it is a safe organization with
excellent equipment that is maintained to the
highest standards. | have never known our
equipment to be operated outside of its weigh{ jay blows out candles on cake presented by
and balance or other limitations. When a the author on a recent birthday
member has been unable to stay current, he
invariably asks one of the CFls to ride with
him a time or two.

The camaraderie and confidential shared
critiques between the instructors leads to very
rapid and safe progress by students. | am not{
hung up on safety for its own sake, but am
hung up on having fun, which would be
Egiirﬁéybcéﬁili?g:f{ atrip to the hospital or byBowie, Maryland and voluntarily washed

At the recommendation of the Social airplanes at the local airport, it was still

Committee, the Board established a 3-month S0Mething “other people” did because no one
experiment for the hosting of snacks for our €Ve' offered him a flight while he was there! It
weekend flying. There is a calendar thatis V&S not until he went to the Warrenton Airport

gradually being filled in with volunteers. If and took his first ﬂlght ina gllder in 1983 that

most members participate, hosting snacks wilflYing became something he too could do.

only come around once or twice a year. We'll _ OurJay Darmstadter, bornin

see. Thanks to those who have already hostdghiladelphia, PA, was known by his first

the “tailgates.” name,How'ard, u.ntll. he was twelve yeqrs old.
We are eagerly anticipating continuance of 1€ never liked his first name. When his

our cross-country training and endeavors in th@Mily moved from Texas, where his father

Blanik and 1-26 with Jim's continued worked at the Johnson Space Center, to Bowie,

guidance. We also anticipate being able to SOMaryland, he told the first new friend he met

several of our current 17 student pilots beforetnere that his name wday, (his middle
the year is over and see some go on to their name), much to the chagrin of his parents and
check rides. extended family. He has beeiny” ever

It is a real pleasure to be part of a since the_n. . :
cooperative group and a smoothly operating A parpcular piece of an "?"rp'a”e was a part
club. Sharing the fun and good sport makes & Nis childhood years. While rummaging

the hard work worthwhile and makes me prougfound in the woods near an airport, he found a
to be a part. I'm sure each member can piece of an old Cherokee 140 that became a

identify his/her own reasons. cherished fixture on his bedroom wall for
Graham several years.
Jay grew up wanting to be a crane operator
or steam locomotive engineer. He spent his

By Jeanne Pitsenberger
He recalls his parents taking him to the
ocal airport to watch the airplanes take off and
and when he was a young boy, and grew up
thinking that flying airplanes was something
“other people do.” Even when he lived in
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early years playing with erector sets and After much back and forth conversation about

becoming a talented wood carver. That talentthe color, a white Lark arrived with red and

led to a job in a cabinet shop after high schooblack stripes. He had ordered a yellow one

graduation and later to his local fame asa  with blue stripes!

musical instrument repairmaday also Jay is justly proud of his Silver Soaring

enjoyed playing Little League baseball. He Badge and recounted how he made several

played catcher because he “liked wearing all landings out before finally achieving the

that stuff.” coveted distance flight as well as the 5-hour
Besides a love of aviation, music has flight. One attempt at the 5 hours was just 9

always been an important part of his life. Theminutes short! He is also proud of winning a

movie, “Music Man” and all those trombones spot landing contest at Eagles Nest in a glider

in the parade led to learning to play trombonewhen all of the competition was flying

as a child. Then seeing and hearing Donovarpowered airplanes! Yeabay!

(“They Call Me Mellow Yellow”) on The Many of the current members of SVS are
Smothers Brothers Show resulted in buying some ofJay’s former students. Although he
and learning to play guitar. He enjoys all does not currently do much instructing, he is

kinds of music, but prefers classical music, anstill actively involved in SVS. We all know
if he found himself stranded on a deserted  aboutJay’s love of young people and getting
island and could only have one CD, it would them hooked on flying — just watch how he
be Beethoven Symphonies. lights up when he has a couple of children on
Jay earned his FAA Private Pilot Glider  the golf cart! He wants to make sure that
Certificate with Glider Rating in 1985 at the children understand that flying is something
Warrenton Airport. His first solo was by a  everyonecan do. His generosity is exemplary,
man he believes to be the finest flight and he illustrates for all of us how to be a
instructor in the world, Frank Phillips. He saidfriend and role model for all flying enthusiasts.
it was not only his fine instruction, but the fact Thank youJay, for sharing your story, and
that he held and used all seven possible CFI for all you did and do to make soaring at W13
ratings available in 1983 — Airplane-S & ME, such a pleasure for all of us fellow aviators.
Instrument-airplane and helicopter, Glider, and
Rotorcraft-gyroplane and helicopter. By 1987, [If you would like to write a profile on another
Jay had his Commercial and CFI Glider member, Jeanne has an outline to make it easy.]
certificates.
During a visit to Eagles Nest Airpoday
noticed a tow hook on Caleb Glick’s Cessna

182. Mr. Glick told him to bring a rope and he
would be glad to tow himJay was flying a

Ka-6 quite a bit at that time that the owner
gave him free reign to use, so he brought it and
a rope to W13 and that was the beginning of
the glider operations at our airport.

According toJay, what was to become
Shenandoah Valley Soaring got its start, thanks
to John Leeth, a local Waynesboro optometrist.
John was instrumental in getting the Ridge and
Valley Soaring Club to put a Schweitzer 2-33
at Eagles Nest. His son, Brian, becalag's
first glider student. As Brian progressed in his

aviation pursuitsjJay became Brian’s first Photo by Ben Johnson

powered airplane student and he soldaygin

a Cessna 150. Brian is now an airline pilot. Our venerable, workhorse Pawnee returns fro
Early glider pilots at W13 witlday one of its many uplifting flights for the club.

included Carl Roman and Fred Daadey

recalls that Fred wanted a Lark and ordered a
brand new one from the factory in Romania.



Board Meeting Notes

Following are notes from the July 11 SVS
Board meeting in Charlottesville, at a
clubhouse provided through auspices of Tom
Belt.

Treasurer Hal Loken reported on the financial
condition of SVS and declared it in “good
shape.” Dues are coming in on time with only
a couple of members being a few days tardy in
paying their dues in advance. Hal wants to
remind everyone that no bills will be sent — just
an email copy of your account as a reminder if
things are not kept up-to-date. The aircraft use
and tows fees are on a pay-as-you-go basis.

Jim Garrison reported that the June Cross
Country course went quite well — had 18
participants but all were not able to attend all
four sessions. Jim and the SVS CFls are now
looking forward to doing some on-the-job XC
training in the Blanik for those that attended
the course. Jim has donated another
barograph and film camera to help members
earn XC badges in the 1-26. (Note: Hal has
promised to donate a GPS to SVS for the 1-
26!)

The SVS CFls would like to help everyone
earn their SSA “C” badges — in prep for a
Bronze one. Ask Mike, Walter, Jay, Bev, Hal
or Graham.

The Board decided to place a sign-up calendar
at the airport for members to choose a date to
furnish snacks and beverages on the flying
days. It will be strictly voluntary. With each
member volunteering to do this, it would only
be about once or twice a year for each of us.

The Membership Committee reports that, as of
July 11, SVS has 45 memberships — have
added 9 and had one resignation one since
beginning of year.

The CFI staff reports that as of July 11, they
are responsible for 17 “students.” They use
the word “student” even though three hold FAA
Pilot Certificates with airplane ratings and are
in process of just adding a glider rating. Two
are soloing in preparation for their Private Pilot
— Glider check rides. A couple others are
close to being ready but have not taken their
FAA writtens yet. This is a long-standing SVS
requirement before soloing.

The Board received nine reports on the
maintenance of various aircraft and
equipment. Graham reports that Blanik may
require some more maintenance, Jay says the
golf cart batteries are showing evidence of
needing battery replacement. Chic reports
that the Pawnee has a new left window. Jay is
making plans to add a couple of electrical
receptacles on the hanger posts to help
eliminate the use of extension cords that used
to service aircraft batteries, etc. In an attempt
to reduce the complexity and weight, Dennis
and helpers are studying possible methods to
modify our towlines.

The Board added Norbert Hamm to fill out the
term of retiring Hunter Johnson . Hunter is
not resigning from the Club. His work has
increased to the point that he can’t devote
quality time to SVS but will continue to do ad
hoc jobs as his life permits.



Notable July Flights

Jeanne Pitsenbergecompleted requirements
for her C Badge on July 21 during an
altimeter-covered flight, from take-off to
landing, with InstructoGraham

Pitsenberger.

She went to 8300 MSL, practiced turn points,
flew cloud-to-cloud, and practiced spins in the
Blanik. She made an approach and landing on
Rwy 6 without the altimeter as a simulated off-
field landing. Jeannealso picked out several
alternative landing sites prior to performing a

spot landing and stopping in less than 500 feet.

Jeannehad previously met the duration
requirements several times in the 1-26ee
SSA requirements for the C Badge on this

page.)

Bob Lacovaralost his shirttail following his
solo flight July 29. Congratulations, Bob!

Applicant Has Completed the Following

C Badge Requirements

(Source: SSA)

Flight Training:

Dual Soaring Practice, including
instruction in techniques for soari
thermals, ridge soaring, and wave
(simulated flight and/or ground
instruction may be used when
suitable conditions do not exist).
Has Knowledge of:

o Cross-country Procedures

o Sailplane Assembly,

Disassembly, and Retrieve$

o Hazards of Cross-country

Flying
Demonstrates Soaring Ability by
Solo Flight of at Least 60 Minutes
Duration After Release From 2,00
Foot Tow (add 1% minutes per 10
foot of tow above 2,000 feet).
While Accompanied by an SSA
Instructor, Demonstrate the
Following:

o Make a Simulated Off-field
Landing From the Approac
Without Reference to the
Altimeter

o Perform an Accuracy
Landing From the
Approach, Touching Down
and Coming to a Complete
Stop Within an Area No
Greater Than 500 Feet in
Length.
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