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   Randy Branch, whose aviation career began in 
SVS’s 19-Tango eight years ago, is now flying 
with the airlines.  
   He’s based in Atlanta and is first officer on a 
regional jet, the CRJ200 Bombardier, with 
Atlantic Southeast Airlines, a Delta connection 
carrier. He expects to be upgrading to captain in 
another year or so, reports his dad, Bud Branch. 
   Many of us remember Randy as a slightly shy, 
quiet youngster when he and Bud first visited 
Eagle’s Nest in the fall of 1999, where, according 
to Bud, “Bob Lock’s cheerful and welcoming 
personality drew us in.”  
   Randy immediately began instruction with 
Walter Grooms (as did Bud), and he soloed 
April 16, 2000. He successfully passed his 
private pilot-glider check ride May 7, 2001, 
shortly after his 16th birthday. He was actually 
ready for the check ride on his birthday, but 
weather and equipment problems delayed the 
event for nearly two months. 
   He then worked part-time at Staples to fund his 
power plane instruction at the Charlottesville 
airport, and earned his private pilot-airplane 
certificate in August 2003.  
   Randy attended Embry Riddle Aeronautical 
University, where he was a flight instructor 
during his last two years. He also was active in 
the school’s sport aviation club, flying aerobatics 
and instructing in gliders.  
   He signed on with Atlantic Southeast Airlines 
upon graduating.  
   The photomontage at left, assembled by Bud, 
shows highlights of Randy’s aviation path from 
19-Tango to airline pilot. The bottom photo was 
snapped by Randy from the right seat on his first 
flight in the CRJ200. 
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Member Profile  
 

Jim Garrison: Sky Sailor 
 

                   By Jeanne Pitsenberger 
 

Jim Garrison took his first glider ride in 1975 
in a 2-33 with an ex-B29 pilot, Ron Roberts, 
from the Blue Ridge and Valley Soaring Club, 
which at the time, was based on Lynn Bachtell's 
farm near Lexington, Virginia.  The next ride (in 
a Blanik L-13) came in 1983 in Driggs, Idaho 
while on his way to California on to begin a 
sabbatical leave from the University of Virginia.    

That flight was so spectacular that, while 
spending his sabbatical year at Stanford 
University, he started soaring lessons at Sky 
Sailing on the east side of San Francisco run by 
the Willat family.  They now run Sky Sailing at 
the Warner Springs Ranch near San Diego.   

After many flights in a SGS 2-33, he soloed 
at Sky Sailing, and once he returned to 
Charlottesville, he continued his lessons at 
Warrenton Air Park where he earned his private 
and later his commercial pilot certificate in 
1987.   

Jim grew up in the Midwest with one 
younger brother in the Chicago area, where his 
father worked in sales for American Airlines and 
his mother was a teacher.  He has lived near 
Charlottesville since 1971, when he came to 
UVa to do post-doctoral teaching and research in 
the medical school’s Department of 
Pharmacology.  He has been the chairman of 
that department for the past 20. Jim graduated 
from Union College in New York with a B.S. in 
chemistry and from the University of Rochester 
with a doctorate in biophysics.   

Flying had always been one of Jim’s dreams 
since flying model airplanes during childhood.  
He joined the Air Force ROTC program during 
college, but a minor eye muscle problem kept 
him out of flight training.   

Prior to starting his aviation pursuits, Jim 
was a sailor, and even raced sailboats on Lake 
Michigan and Lake Ontario.   He still owns one-
sixth of a J/24 sailboat that is based on Healy 
Creek in Deltaville, Virginia. Being located at 
the University UVa, with the Chesapeake Bay 
more distant than glider ports, his pursuit of “sky 
sailing” became more serious. 

After completing his 
private license at 
Warrenton, Jim leased a 
Schweitzer 1-23, named 
“Bluebird” because of its 
distinctive blue paint, 
from Jim Kellett.  Jim 
flew his Silver Distance 
leg from Warrenton to 
Gordonsville in the 1-23 
and took it to Ridge 
Soaring in Julian, 
Pennsylvania and 
Petersburg, West Virginia 
a number of times.    

In 1989, he bought one-third of Alpha Echo, 
a Schleicher ASW-19B,  (partly because it had a 
much better trailer than the Bluebird’s).  

This ship taught him much about cross-
country flying.  He became the sole owner of 
that aircraft in 1993 and flew it until he sold it to 
a pilot, Ron Eades, at Tidewater Soaring when 
he bought his current beauty, the “new” Alpha 
Echo, a Schleicher ASG-29.  He is also currently 
one-third owner with Jim Kellett and Richard 
Freytag of a Schleicher ASW-20C, H3, based in 
Front Royal. 

Because flying at Warrenton shut down 
during the winter months, and with Class B 
Airspace encroaching on the Warrenton Airpark, 
glider pilots from Warrenton came to W13 for 
tows from Caleb Glick.  Jim, along with Jay, 
Bev, Ron Coffey, Carl Rohmann, Walter 
Grooms and other glider pilots, flew behind 
Caleb in his trusty Cessna 182, 10-Delta.  About 
this time in the early 1990’s, Skyline Soaring 
Club formed as an independent club from its 
parent, Ridge and Valley Soaring, and 
Shenandoah Valley Soaring got its start in July 
of 1994.   

Jim has approximately 1700+ hours of 
soaring flight, some of which have been in 
contests, although “not seriously,” he says.  His 
soaring experiences also include flight over the 
Columbia River Basin in Canada where  

Continued on page 3 
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mountains are a major and dramatic presence.  
He also recalls an exhilarating non-soaring 
flying experience in which he flew in a Pilatus 
from the Tasman Glacier and flew behind the 
12,600+ feet Aoraki/Mt. Cook in New Zealand.  

As retirement beckons in the not too distant 
future (perhaps by 2010), Jim will work on 
getting his CFI as well as fly his ASG-29 more 
often.  We can continue to be awed by his 
beautiful plane and his many hours of 
experience.  I am sure I can speak for all SVS 
members when I say again, how much we 
appreciate his taking time to teach the cross-
country course and fly with us in the Blanik.  He 
is a role model of a glider pilot to which we can 
all aspire.   

Thank you, Jim, for all your contributions 
that help make SVS such a great soaring club 
and for encouraging us to stretch our wings!   

 
[If you would like to write a profile on another 

member, Jeanne has an outline to make it easy.] 
 

 

Safety Clinic Details 
 
Details on the Flight Instructors’ 

Revalidation Clinic, which SVS is sponsoring, 
are now firm, reports Jim Garrison, chairman of 
the committee that’s overseeing the program. 

Although the two-day clinic is designed to 
help flight instructors renew their certificates, it 
is open to all glider pilots who are interested in 
advancing their knowledge about soaring and 
safety issues. The SSA’s Soaring Safety 
Foundation puts on the clinic. 

Here are some pertinent facts about the 
upcoming program: 
 
Date: Saturday, January 12 and Sunday, January 
13, 2008 
Times: Approximately 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. both 
days 
Fee: $150, payable to the Soaring Safety 
Foundation. Fee includes lectures, handouts and 
food at breaks both days.  (Attendees are on 
their own for lodging and lunches and dinners) 
 
 

 
 
Location: The Courtyard Marriott, 
University/Medical Center, 1201 West Main 
Street. Phone 434-977-1700.  
Hotel website: 
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/chodt-
courtyard-charlottesville-university-medical-
center/ 
A block of rooms will be available at special rate 
of $99 per night. Ask for the “FIRC rooms.” 
Those rooms will be held until December 31. 
Local contact: Jim Garrison. Work phone, 434-
924-5618; home phone, 434-978-1299; e-mail – 
jcg8w@virginia.edu  
For more information on the content of these 
clinics, visit 
http://www.soaringsafety.org/presentation/firc.ht
ml 
The SVS website, http://www.svsoar.org/ contains 
information about the clinic and includes a 
registration form. 
 

        Save the Date! 
The Social Committee is planning an SVS          

Family Holiday Dinner for Sunday evening,     
January 6, 2008.  Place TBA.  Please mark 

your calendars and plan to attend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Garrison profile continued from page 2 

 
 
Why Are These SVS Members Posing? 

(Answer on Next Page) 
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THE ANSWER 

Chic, Jay and Graham are modeling the new soaring hats, with the SVS logo on them, which the 
club is now selling to members, visitors and to whomever else may need or want a good hat. There 
are two styles – a broad-brimmed Tilley-like hat (Jay’s) and a bucket hat, which comes in olive 
(Chic) and white (Graham). The broad-brimmed one is $20 and the bucket hat is $15.  

President’s Message 
 

Year End Newsy Notes 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to 

one and all!   
Here is a little news to share that did not get 

sent to our editor: 
Hunter Johnson is in the process of getting 

the shoulder harnesses replaced in N3619T – 
the aircraft for which he is responsible. 

Chic Randow keeps busy maintaining our 
Pawnee in tip-top condition.  The most recent 
operations were new checklists, a pitot tube 
cover, and placards.   

The Social Committee is frantically trying 
to find a suitable location for the Twelfth Night 
holiday social on January 6, 2008.  Please save 
that date on your calendars and stay tuned . . . 

Jim Garrison, Ben Johnson, and Tom 
Belt are putting the finishing touches on the 
SSA Safety Clinic scheduled for January 12 
and 13 in Charlottesville.  Jim has been 
receiving applications for the clinic and I again 
encourage ALL of our flying members to 
attend.   

I have signed a 2008 renewal contract for 

our hangar lease – with a rent increase of $15 
per month.   

Treasurer Hal Loken reports that our 
income receipts are in good order and no 
members are delinquent in their dues. 

Mike Moses is making sure that all who 
need logo hats have them.  If you can’t get to 
W13 for one for a Christmas stocking, give 
Mike a call.  These hats are embroidered with 
the logo designed by our resident graphic 
artist, Norbert Hamm. 

Secretary Ben Johnson is in the process of 
making the official notification, with location, 
for the scheduled January 4th Board meeting.   

VP Tom Belt is in the process of increasing 
our hull insurance coverage on the Pawnee 
from $35K to $42K.   

Jim Garrison has flown in the Blanik with 
several of the members who took the Cross-
Country Ground School classes sharing his 
wealth of experience in cross-country flight.  

Bob Lacovara is trying to get our 
compressor converted from 220 to 110 volts.   

Several members are nearing FAA check 
rides, including Larry Randall , for his add-on 
CFI-Glider.   

I don’t know the status of the tailgate 
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schedule, but have a feeling it will slack off 
some during the cold months.  It was great 
having hot chocolate and chili on a recent 
cold day.   

I have no information about wave camp 
dates. 

It is without pleasure that I report that our 
newsletter editor, Bev Orndorff , will be 
giving up this role due to many other 
obligations.  He has wanted to do that for 
several months, but I was able to twist him 
arm into waiting until 2008.  I am looking for 
a replacement to continue this 
communication and galvanizing tool.  Please 
join me in thanking Bev for his outstanding 
leadership in this area. 

It is also without pleasure that I report that 
we have received a resignation letter from 
Richard Brintzenhofe.  He moved to 
Maryland and will rejoin the club there with 
which he began soaring.  We have not received 
a resignation from Gordon Aylor , but know 
that he moved to Arkansas. 

Again, my best wishes to all of our 
members and their families for a safe and 
happy Holiday Season. 

Graham 
   
 
 

Chili on Chilly Day 
  

 
Thanks to Jeanne, SVS members had warm 
fare on a recent brisk Saturday. 
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