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         By Graham Pitsenberger
Following Wednesday’s [June 20] Cross-

Country course session taught by our resident 
expert, Jim Garrison, someone suggested “we 
should fly tomorrow.”  Only three took the bait.  
Obviously Jim would fly his new bird, and I 
promptly took dibs on the 1-26.  That left Hal with 
nothing but the tow plane.   

Being from the Shenandoah Valley, and having 
thousands of hours of cross-country flying in 
everything from Cubs, to helicopters, to turboprops 
to jets, and having my very own personal preceptor 
(Jim), I knew that cross-country flying in a glider 
would be a “piece of cake.”  I even had the 
obligatory bottle of water, sectional chart, and my 
cell phone – everything I needed for a long glider 
flight. 

The plan was for me to run the wing for Jim 
and he would stay in the area until I got airborne 
and we would play “follow the leader.”  I stayed on 
tow to almost 3K AGL and headed north with the 
idea of going either to Luray or New Market (a 
distance of about forty SM), depending on which 
side of the Massanutten Ridge was the most 
favorable.   

My first little puffy cloud gave me a couple of 
hundred feet and raised my confidence to move to 
another one farther north.  At 1-26 “blazing” 
speeds, I gave up almost a thousand feet getting to 
it, but had about two knots of lift for a few turns.  
That promptly decayed to two hundred feet down 
as that cloud not only dissipated, the darn thing 
completely disappeared (evaporated), leaving me in 

sinking sunshine!  I radioed Jim that I was not 
doing too well, but would head toward a large 
ground fire a little farther north, hoping to get 
something there.  Nothing!  I made a decision to 
land at Shenandoah Valley Airport (only one-third 
of the way to Luray) and asked Jim to radio Hal to 
pick me up.   

I made an uneventful landing on the wide 
expanse of manicured grass paralleling SHD’s 6K-
foot asphalt runway.  A grounds keeper came out in 
his truck, and as we were chitchatting about my 
intention to leave as soon as the tow  
plane arrived, two fire trucks came to my rescue.  I 
don’t know what was smoking, and I asked the 
grounds keeper if he called them, but he was as 
surprised as I was to see them.  The first fireman 
asked if I was okay, and I replied, “Why shouldn’t I 
be?”  My conclusion is that very few ground 
personnel at SHD had ever seen a glider, but I 
suspect they now realize that there is little 
likelihood of needing a fire truck!  One of the 
people who came out to the glider said that I must 
have been confused as gliders are supposed to land 
at Waynesboro.  I told him “I just came from 
there!”  Another one volunteered in a helpful voice 
that their airport was in Class E airspace.  I couldn’t 
help replying “Yep, that’s what my map says.”   

I never moved the glider.  Hal showed up, 
taxied in front of me, unfurled the tow rope, and off 
we went.  On the way back toward W-13, Jim 
radioed Hal to stand by as he also may have to land 
out at SHD as he had gotten down to about 3K 
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MSL.  That did not occur as he found some lift and 
made it back to Eagle’s Nest, as usual.    

I forgot to mention that as I was strapped in the 
1-26 to take off from Eagle’s Nest, Hal bungeed a 
barograph behind me.  Just the night before, Jim 
warned that barographs attract sink.  From now on, 
I‘m going to take more seriously what Jim has to 
tell us. 

Jim’s final cross-country class was on “Skills 
Needed for Landing Out.”  You can bet that I didn’t 
miss that session! 

 

Cross Country Follow-Ups 
 

As a result of Graham’s experience, Hal Loken 
offered this note: 

 Please pass on the word to our members that I 
just love retrieving land-outs at other airports.  Pits 
really made my day by landing at Shen Valley last 
Thursday!  In fact, I like it so much that I will 
retrieve any successful badge flight at no cost to the 
glider pilot! 
      -------------------------------------------------- 
Jeanne Pitsenberger speaks for the entire SVS 
membership in the following appreciation of Jim 
and his class: 

A very big THANK YOU to Jim Garrison for 
offering his classes on Cross Country Flight for the 
past four Wednesday evenings.  They were 
splendid!  Now we are on to the difficult part – 
actually doing some cross-country flying!  Jim 
encouraged us to challenge ourselves on every 
flight to become more skillful pilots.  For example, 
every landing should be a spot landing in order to 
practice precision approaches and landings (yes, 
even the every day landings at W-13).   

Jay put all of Jim’s material onto CDs, so if 
you were not able to attend, you can still have the 
information.  The CDs will be in a box in the 
Club’s shed.  THANK YOU, Jay! 

A big THANK YOU also to Tom Belt.  Tom 
provided a room in his homeowners’ clubhouse -- 
the perfect, “easy-to-get-to” location in 
Charlottesville.  He even provided weekly snacks 
and beverages.   

Finally, THANK YOU to all the members who 
were able to attend the classes.  This was another 
great example of the camaraderie and love of 
soaring much fun! 

--------------------------------------------------- 

Jim Garrison has furnished SVS with another 
barograph and film camera.  Jay Darmstadter has 
long made his barograph available to SVS 
members.  Jim’s and Jay’s acts serve to encourage 
the use of our 1-26 in cross-country and/or badge 
pursuits. 

  

President’s Corner 
 

  What Our Insurance Policy Says 
 

The question of our insurance coverage comes 
up from time to time.  I finally got around to 
reading our policy and with the disclaimer that I 
hold no credentials to do so, I’ll tell you what I 
think it says. 

To be insured as part of the Soaring Society of 
America (SSA) group insurance program, it is 
required by our carrier that all SVS members also 
be members of the SSA.  To assure this, SVS pays 
the dues for all of our flying SVS members.  We’ve 
been assured that we’re covered while SSA 
membership is “in the process.”  

 In addition to SVS, the “individual members” 
of the Club are insured for up to: 

*  $1,000,000 for each occurrence  
*  including Passenger Bodily Injury up to 
$100,000 per person and  
*  $1000 Medical coverage for each     
person      

Our coverage includes hull insurance for each 
aircraft in motion for “All Risks: Ground and 
Flight” with an $80 deductible.  Our glider trailer is 
covered for $1000 with a $100 deductible. 

All aircraft coverage includes member’s 
liability of $100,000.  

We are insured as a “flying club” to use 
sailplanes only for “Pleasure, Business & 
Competition,” and “Sightseeing Rides for Hire” 
except our Pawnee may “tow for hire during glider 
contests sanctioned by the Soaring Society of 
America.”  

In flight the aircraft will only be operated by 
bonafide members of SVS possessing “the current 
and valid rating and certificates for the aircraft 
flown, and if required a current and valid medical 
certificate.”   

Each sailplane pilot must “maintain a Private or 
more advance pilot certificate and demonstrated” to 
a SVS “appropriately certificated flight instructor 
the piloting skills for the sailplane being flown.”   
Pilots not having a glider rating “must remain under 
the direct supervision of a flight instructor. . .”  (this 
includes student pilots) 

For sightseeing rides for hire, the pilot must 
have an FAA Commercial Certificate and has 
demonstrated to an SVS instructor the piloting 
skills for the sailplane being flown.  The 
sightseeing rides must be uninterrupted flights that 
originate and terminate at the same airport and 
stays within 25 nautical miles of such airport.  

Our towpilots must have a minimum of 500 
hours PIC time in powered aircraft with no fewer 
than 100 hours in single engine, tailwheel airplanes, 
have 10 takeoffs and landings in a Pawnee, and 
“has completed not less than 10 flights while 
towing sailplanes.”  They must have 150 hours in 
SE, tail wheel airplanes to tow during SSA 
sanctioned glider contests.  (The requirement to 
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have experience as a towpilot is the tough one.  We 
have no insurance coverage to allow someone to 
gain that experience!)  

Our policy has Outdoor Adventure Social Club, 
Eagles Nest Hangers LLC, and Mike Moses as 
“additional insured.”    
                                                     Graham        
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Gordon Aylor 
Gordon Aylor 

                       By Jeanne Pitsenberger 
Ka-6 – does that bring anyone to mind?  Sure -- 

our own Gordon Aylor!  Gordon’s  childhood 
ambition was to be an aviator, but he had the 
misconception that he had to have perfect vision in 
order to learn to fly!  During a trip to Oshkosh with 
his wife, Harriet’s, uncle (a B-26 pilot), he learned 
he did not need to have the eyes of an eagle and 
could indeed learn to fly.   Gordon’s aviation 
training began at Eagles Nest Airport with Jay 
Darmstadter in 1989.  He then signed up for 
ground school at SHD and in no time passed the 
written exam. 

Besides the 2-33, Gordon flew the club’s 1-26E 
prior to getting his own KA-6.  He also has an hour 
of flight instruction in a Cessna 172 and another 
hour in a Taylorcraft.  He spoke appreciatively 
about Jay’s superb instruction and related an 
account of the two of them going to Oshkosh 
together, sleeping in tents and just enjoying that 
great experience.     

Gordon was born in Fort Smith, AK, moving 
often during his early childhood because of his 
father’s work with the Army Corps of Engineers on 
various river projects.  They were able to settle 
down in Helena, AK, just south of Memphis, TN 
where Gordon lived from second grade through his 
college years.  Following college, Gordon served 
for six years in the Air Force Reserves as an 
equipment specialist. 

Gordon and Harriet met at Memphis State 
University, and while we all know him as a retired 
grade school teacher, he first majored in business 
administration and management.  His early 
employment required a lot of traveling selling auto 
accessories.  They moved to Waynesboro in 1961 
where Harriet was offered a teaching position.  
Because he loved children, Harriet encouraged him 
to work as a substitute teacher and that led him to 

get his Masters Degree in Education at UVA and a 
renowned thirty-one year teaching career.  Since 
both are now retired from teaching, they live part of 
the year in AK in a home by his father in 1967 
located on a beautiful lake.        

What else has been in Gordon’s background?  
Well, he had a Gold Wing motorcycle from 1968 to 
1989 (what is it about  
glider pilots and motorcycles?)  And, he enjoys 
photography, tennis and golf.  Did you know that 
he is also a great singer and sings in his church 
choir?  The choir traveled to the Czech Republic 
and Prague in 1998 where it gave several 
performances for Czech audiences.  His favorite 
music for listening is classical piano, especially 
Chopin.   

No profile about Gordon would be complete 
without mentioning his children.  Gordon and 
Harriet are blessed with three daughters who have 
given them seven grandchildren.  And, of course 
there’s Taylor Aylor, the family dog. 

After interviewing Gordon on our way home 
from the second Cross-Country class, he sent me an 
email with the following comments that reveal a lot 
about the history of SVS and the hard work that 
early members put into the organization to help 
make it successful today.  I thought his remarks are 
important for all of us to know (especially those of 
us who are more recent members), so include them 
in this profile:   

 “. . . The questions you asked me last night on 
the way home from Charlottesville really made me 
think about the last 15 years . . . . It is the faithful 
members of our local soaring organization that 
have made the flying experiences of so many people 
a joy of great emotion . . . to realize that flight can 
be sustained for a long period of time without an 
engine.  To many it was magical. 

All of the original members in the early 1990s 
were hard working and had great hopes of having a 
club that would grow, of having a tow plane, and 
more gliders than the one original 2-33 . They all 
had a dream!  Most serious was the continuous 
threat that the club would fold and properties 
dispersed.  Remembering the early 1990s, it is just 
too wonderful to now see all of the club aircraft 
and equipment in the large hanger at Eagle's Nest. 

At the annual meeting in 1995 the members 
surprised me with a plaque in appreciation of my 
commitment and dedication as club secretary.  I 
really do treasure this plaque and memory of their 
special thanks for my work during the early years 
of the club's existence.  Since I was the member 
who lived closest to the airport, I watched over our 
equipment almost on a daily basis and took care of 
the towropes, helped round up tow fees, issued 
yearly printed rosters,  
monitored the tie down of the one and only glider, 
and tried hard to recruit new members. Other hours  
were spent with the clerical work as secretary of 
the club.  I really enjoyed doing these things in 
hopes that some day the club would grow and 
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become a more secure organization.  I am less 
active in the SVS than in  
those years, but am very thankful for the leadership 
of other members who have dedicated their time 
and energy in making Shenandoah Valley Soaring, 
Incorporated a much stronger organization.” 

Thank you, Gordon, and all the early members 
of SVS – without all of you, we could not enjoy our 
sport as it is at Eagles Nest today!  

 [If you would like to write a profile on another 
member, Jeanne has an outline to make it easy.] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
           Gordon on final in his Ka-6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Members 
 

Several new members have joined SVS recently, and 
a former one is back with us.  

They include Kurt Wenzel of McGaheysville, who 
has returned to active membership status with the club, 
and his son Justin, 13, who’s now taking lessons, and 
Wayne Walker of Stanardsville, also a student pilot. 

In addition, Friedrich von 
Rohrscheidt  (Fritz) of Richmond has 
joined SVS. Fritz  began flying gliders 
near his hometown Augsburg, 
Bavaria, when he was 16. He holds an 
MS in Aerospace engineering from the 
Technical University of Munich and 
he’s worked for Dornier, 
Messerschmitt and NASA.  

He’s a single- and multi- engine private IFR pilot 
with about 1500 hours, of which 650 is in gliders. 

Also new to the club are Dr. Joseph Ranzini and 
sons David (17) and Gregory (14) of Waynesboro.  Dr. 
Joe, David and Gregory all had their first lessons 
Saturday, June 30.   
 

Fritz 

 
 

Handy Hands 

Aircraft mechanic Dave Arnholt 
(left), Graham Pitsenberger and 
Walter Grooms combined efforts and 
talents to repair the Blanik’s tailwheel 
assembly. The tedious job included 
drilling out rivets, drilling numerous 
holes in the new parts for new rivets 
and machining and refining the new 
parts for installation.  The job was 
completed in time for weekend flying 
at the beginning of the month. Those 
who worked on it say that while 
towing another glider behind the 
Blanik did not cause the fatigue 
fracture in the tailwheel assembly, it 
may have aggravated the problem. So 
their current advice: LET’S NOT 
TOW ANYTHING BEHIND THE 
BLANIK.  

Undaunted Pilot 
Michael Shulman pilots One-Nine Tango on final (left) for his check ride spot 
landing June 16 with Designated Examiner John Molumphy in the back seat. 
Michael’s landing was a success, and he’s now proud holder of a private pilot-
glider license. Getting his license caps a long-time interest in flying for Michael. 
Apart from the standard airline travel, he said he’s taken one hang-gliding lesson, 
one ultralight lesson, about five or six skydiving lessons at Middle Peninsula 
Airport near West Point, VA, and four powered aircraft lessons (including two 
recent ones from Walter Grooms). “Six or eight years ago, I visited the Mid-
Atlantic Club twice at Frederick Airport in Maryland,” Michael said. “Later, I went 
up in a two-seater for a guest ride. On the second visit, I got another guest ride. I 
got nauseated on both rides and vomited on the second ride (into my hat). 
Nevertheless, I was not daunted.”  SVS instructors Mike Moses, Walter Grooms, 
Jay Darmstadter and Graham Pitsenberger all helped Michael overcome his 
nervous stomach and achieve his ultimate success. 
 


