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Member Profile: Ron Coffey

Wave Flying in California
Alec Bateman shot this view during a recent flight at Caracole Soafing
at California City CA. See his report on Page 3.

By Jeanne Pitsenberger

Hang gliders, motorcycles, sailplanes, banjos, guitars Prior to sailplanes, Ron flew hang gliders for fifteen
— these are just some of the “toys” of our memBen  years, accumulating 200 hours. He also has 100 hours in
Coffey. Ron is once again a member of SVS and we aeetwin-engine ultralight that he built. He claims it was
delighted to welcome him back! More than one membe&masy when he transitioned to sailplanes (in which he has
told me what a good pilot he is (I am looking forward tanother 200 hours) and credits Jay Darmstadter for most
a flight together soon). of his training, saying it was “. . . a very good experi
Ron grew up in Charlottesville with an older brotherence and | owe him a lot of thanks.”
who now lives in Baton Rouge. Besides involvement in  He said his third flight was with Carl Rohmann (now
other businesses, their father had his own hardware stdeeeased) and he remembers Rishmann telling him
in downtown Charlottesville. he already trusted Ron enough to allow his grandkids to
Ron went to Rock HilAcademy a private school in  ride with him. Ron said that gave him a lot of cenfi
that area, and was captain of not only the football teandence.
but also the baseball and basketball teams. Go, Ron!! Ron owned a Schweitzer 1-35 before the PIK-20 he
After graduation, he returned to his high school to coatlas owned since 1993. His maiden flight in the PIK
some of those teams while he was a student at the  wound up on the cover of the SS&aring Calendar!
University ofVirginia. Exciting things are happening with the PIK now as Ron
Ron majored in accounting at B\and once held a is in the process of making it a motorized, self-launching
position at Sperry Marine during the early§/(He said sailplane.
he and Dennis Gorman vaguely remember each other When not at Eagles Nest or spending time with his
from those years, and both had the same kind of motoson, Michael, (a high school sophomore), Ron might be
cycle! Ron also worked as an accountant with Morton enjoying the warm breezes on the Blue Ridge Parkway
Frozen Foods before becoming a controller at Lofton on his new motorcycle (he sold his previous one to our
Corporation and Hopeman Brothers, as welli@gad David Carr), or playing banjo or guitar with his friends.
Building Systems (all were under the parent company Thanks, Ron, for again “hanging” out with S\8e
AWH Corporation, which had a Lear Jet that Ron tookare looking forward to many happy soaring adventures
to business meetings). with you as well as ongoing camaraderie.
In addition to work as an accountant and controller  [This is the first “Member Rifile.” for the revived
Ron has worked as a consultant, a business hroker newsletterlf you would like to write a pfile on anoth
owned a convenience store, and also had a small salesr memberJeanne has an outline to make it ehsy
rep company (is there anything he cannot do?)



port “stuf” (tents, chairs, ballast, tow ropes, coolers,

President's Corner etc, etc) from the hangar and shed to runway ops sites
via golf cart tow Many thanks t@en Johnsonand
On May 23the Board selectefiom Belt to fill the Mike Mosesfor this useful addition to our equipment.
Vice President vacancy left Bec Bateman. Alec felt We also have a lawn mower that is being used to keep
he was unable to devote the time required to/fhe our operations and hangar areas neat and tidy

duties, Board meetings, and maintain our web3aite.
appreciate his recognition of his time constraints and |.._
willingness to step down. So often folks accept a-posi
tion and do not have the uncommon diligence to duty
displayed byAlec to take this stepThank youAlec,
for your past service a&P and for continuing as our
webmaster!And, welcomeTom Belt

It is with great pleasure that | report that the last of
the By-laws mandates to the Board have been complet
ed!! This was the revision of the Operations Manual.
Each membership will be getting a copy from Secretary
Ben Johnsonin the near futureThis big project was
accomplished by many membelnsird work, including Board Report
Bev Orndorff for the editing and leadershipennis Initiation Fee Reduced

Gorman for the layout, andHunter Johnsonfor the . .
printing. A big thank you to all of them¥ou will note Because_lt appeared to be_a_ _stu_mbllng blo_ck_ fpr some
in the last section of the Ops Manual that the Board cr ew potential members, the initiation fee for joining
ated a new “Introductory MembershipThis new mem VS has bgen reduced to $300 from $500 by_ the SVS
bership category is authorized by the By-laws. pleaseB0ard of DirectorsThe reduced fee is retroactive to the
read it first of the current year

In the last few months, it has been a real pleasure to The board increased the fee to $500 earlier in the

be on the SVS team. I'm always amazed by what canyeas largely on the grounds that membership in the club

be accomplished when each person contributes his/hePave members_ access to a relativelgdawaluable
individual share to a teamfeft. SVS has many great inventory of sailplanes, tow plane and other club

examples of how teamwork can divide the task and doifSources, and that a $500 entry fee would be commiser
ble the success! ate with the resources a new member would have-avail

: . , . : ble to him or her
By the time you receive this, you will have received a .
lots of information about our Cross-Country Course But, Board MembeMike Moses noted, the $500 fee

taught by our esteemed cross-country gaim, was too steep for at least a cpuple of pqtentlal members,
Garrison. and no new members have signed up since the fee was

As an update to last mongharticle about SVS’long- raised to $500 from $300. Several board members
term debt, | am happy to report it has been reduced innoted, in support of the change, that the prime income

the last month by $22,400, thanks to the generosity off.Or _thefclub comes from members wha fiypt from int
13 members and 8 former membe#sspecial thanks to tiation fees.

Jay Darmstadter, Gordon Aylor, andLarr y Burruss In other actions a_t it_s called May_ meeting,_ t_he board
for delivering checks to the widows of three deceased approved changes in its bookkeeping and billing proce
former members dures.Those changes have been noted in a recent letter

We all welcomeRon Coffey back to active member to members bilreasuer Hal Loken.

ship (see his member profile in this issuéje also wel Gordon’s Ka 6 ForSale

come new membdtreidrich “Fritz” von Rohrscheidt Gordon Aylor is putting his Ka 6 CR, N1825, up for
and sustaining membeBob Lock, EvaTashijian- sale and is giving members of SVS first dibs. He says pe
Brown, andGordon Case. must let it go and allow “someone else to have the plegs

Be sure to see the picture on page 48 of the June | ure of owping this thermal huggehis yvonderfql glider
Soaringmagazine of ouMichael Shulman preparing to that has given me a great deal of enjoyment in the lastjfew
lose his shirttail! years. _ .

Those who have not been\13 in the last couple of If interested, let him know by calling 540-943-2998 pr
weeks will see a utility trailer that is being used to trand &Malling him at gahlory@cheom




Rusty? Get Checked Out
17,000 and Climbing

By Alec Bateman

OnWednesdayMay 2, | visited Caracole Soaring in
California City about two hours north of Lésgles.
The day was warm and sunny with pretty strong winds.
| was expecting thermals prior to the trip and was not
sure what conditions were going to be like, but | was
close by so headed out to the airport.

Cindy Brickner CFIG and who started Caracole
Soaring, walked outside with me, pointed out a little
cumulus cloud close bgome cap clouds fah the dis Licensed Pilots Only

tance, and said there was mountain walgparently The lease for our hangar stipulates, among other
with the low humidity the lenticular clouds doshow  things, that anyone driving a car to and from the hangar
up, but she was confident the wave was thekéier a  must be a licensed pilot, unless the airport manager has
thorough preflight briefing on the conditions, we headegiven specific permission otherwise.
out to the glidera Grob 103. The exact language of the lease is: “Since the-auto

I served as ballast in the glider while she untied angnobile access to the gravel parking is on and across
positioned us, with me doing my best to keep the winggaxiways, automobilesustbe driven by licensed pilots
level and the nose downThe tow pilot came out, while operating on airport property unless specific per
hooked us up, and took up slackhe lack of wing run  mission has been issued Ayport Manager and logged
ner wasrt a problem as there was plenty of wind to  in Airport Vehicle Operators Log. Drivers must use
level the wings with the ailerons. emepency flashers, stop at all intersections and yield

We towed more or less straight out to the mountaingnd stop to all approaching aircraft beyond wingspan
with turbulence no worse than a good thermal day at pjus 15 feet.”

Eagles Nest, and released at 7500 (5000 agl) in a fairly

small area of smooth lift.As we climbed, the area of

lift got significantly biggerand we were able to fly From “Ups & Downs” Newsletter of the Blue Ridge

around a good bit with several hundred feet up pretty Soaring Society May 2007

much the entire timeOf course, having somebody in The rule is, when ground towing back, stop and put the

the back with a clear idea of where the waves were angding on the ground during a launch.

where we could fly and stay in the lift was a bit of help. During the first moments of a launch both the tow and- glid
In about an hour we had climbed to just over 17000er pilots are totally focused on the task at hand. In the event of

and the views of the mountains were gre#fhen we a rope break, Qropped wing tip, power fa}ilure, Westbound deer

headed for home, Cindy directed me to fly over a little gusting crosswind, etc. etc. etc., it is entirely possible that the

cumulus looking rotor cloud, and in a few seconds we tow plane Ffmd ghder will part ways, each se'eklng.sgfe haven.
The last thing either needs to contend with is avoiding a mov

Went from 500 up to 500 down, all perfectly smooth, n(?ng taget. Each will be quite busy enough, thank you very
hint of the transition other than the instruments.

(This is pat of a continuing series focusing on por
tions of the SVS Operational Manual)
2.10.1 Pilot -in-Command
1. If a memberhas not flown a gliderfor three or
more months he/she should get a check ride
with a SVS Instructor (or designee) before using
club-operated equipment.

much.

We circled in sink, we slipped, we put out full-air The other side of this equation is the golf cart driver and
brakes, we flew faster with full airbrakes, and eventuallying walker If their operation stops, each of them will be
made our way down.Losing 13000takes a while. focused on the progress of the launch and if the untoward
Around maybe 7000 or 8000 ft the ride got bumpy event does occuthey can react for their own well being. It
again. may mean staying still, diving for shelter beside the golf cart

With maybe 30mph of wind and gusts on top of tha@" running like a cheetah. .
| was glad not be landing an unfamiliar glider solo. (Editor's Note: It has long been a practice for SVSers at

With a little help from the back we had a smooth touch;?(gelfﬁls\':ﬁt dt?azzli;as@:fndoﬁo{;:; %rsasv,vseﬁtzg gtrr']ré%es
down right next the tie down. No need to drag the gs ol b P

. ) and landings of gliders. The wingtip neat the take-offun-
glider around on the ground if you happen to be able tQ,ay should be down. If another glider enters the pattera dur

put it on the exact spot you choose in very high winds.jng a gound towthe glider on the grund should be pushed
back towad the fence line as far as possible.)



