
Shenandoah V alley Soaring

Officers and Board- Our leaders for 2007-08 are Graham Pitsenberger, president;
Alec Bateman, vice president; Ben Johnson, secretary; Hal Loken, treasurer. Board
members are Mike Moses, Jim Garrison, Mike Shulman, David Carr and Hunter
Johnson. The annual meeting also included a safety meeting, on stall-spin avoidance
by Hal Loken. 

The weekend of March 10 was chock-full of events forSVS. Officers and board
members were elected;  we had our beginning-of-season safety meeting; Mike
Shulman lost his shirttail; Jim Garrison flight-tested his new sailplane, and many
members found good lift conditions during the warm Saturday and Sunday with tows
provided by Bud Klaser in New Castle's PA-18.

New Plane, Newly Soloed Pilot - Jim
Garrison and his new ASG-29 drew much
attention as Jim prepared for the maiden flights
of the sailplane. He reportedly was all smiles
after three good flights. Mike Shulman was
also all smiles after his first solo flight that he
took following the blessings of Instructor
Graham Pitsenberger. 

Eagle’s Nest Airpor t, Waynesboro, VA Mar ch 2007

President’ s Report
Speaking before the annual meeting

as interim president, Graham
Pitsenberger outlined some high points
of SVS accomplishments of the club
since it was re-incorporated last May. 

Among the highlights:
•Members approved constitu-

tion/bylaws that give direction and lim-
itations to the board of directors

•Vacant officer and board
positions filled.

•Five or six corporate address-
es were replaced by one corporate
address (249 Aero Drive)

•Membership rolls reviewed
and revised according to restructured
categories

•Investigation begun into pos-
sible liens on club aircraft – and one
was found on 19-Tango that’s now in
process of being resolved

•Ops Manual being updated
and revised

•Added 1-26 to the club fleet
•Pawnee suffered prop dam-

age, covered by $80 deductible but
insurance may go up

Graham, who was elected president
for the coming year at the annual meet-
ing, thanked many individuals for their
contributions to the club during the
past year, including the 14 members
who bought the 1-26 and donated it to
SVS.

Looking ahead, he suggested devel-
oping a plan to pay off, or otherwise
reduce, the large debt we owe members
and others. A manual for dealing with
guests on the field must be developed
and cross-country training would be
desirable (Jim Garrison outlined plans
at the meeting for a lecture and hands-
on course). He also said he would like
to see more social events involving
members and spouses and families, and
he emphasized that members are wel-
come to attend board meetings.

“The main thing on my agenda,” he
said, “is for everyone to have fun.”
And be safe.



Wave Camp 2007
By Jeanne Pitsenberger

It was finally time for the 2007 “field trip” to
wave camp!  After last year’s experiences at
Petersburg, WV, I could hardly wait to take to the air
again over those West Virginia mountains!
Unfortunately, our Pawnee was “hospitalized”  and
the weather forecast called for precipitation in
Petersburg, so we chose to stay home and fly at W-13
on February 24 and 25.  

We were excited about taking the Club’s new
acquisition, our 1-26, to wave camp.  Flying it at W-13
just made us more eager for the camp flying.
However, the weather proved to be a problem the sec-
ond weekend of wave camp, too.  The winds were
gusting too high to disassemble the 1-26 and load it
onto its open trailer.  So ten SVS members went to
Petersburg by car, planning to fly the Club’s 2-33
(N3619T) that was already there, ready for action,
having had Larry Stahl do some fabric work on it plus
a fresh annual.  

Graham and I drove to Petersburg Friday
evening and checked into our motel.  We arrived early
Saturday morning at W-99.  We actually went to the
airport three times that morning before anyone else
was there — not that we were anxious or anything!
Larry finally came to open the building and we were
glad to see the 2-33 again, tucked safely away in
Larry’s big hanger.  The other eight SVS members
(Dennis and Evelyn Gorman, Walter and Anna
Grooms, David Carr, Avery Groves, Michael Shulman,
and Ben Johnson) soon arrived and we pulled out the
2-33 to get it ready for the day.  After we preflighted,
Larry’s tow pilot, Bruce, towed us with a Cessna 172
on a wild ride into the rotor turbulence to 4500 MSL,
but the west winds were so strong, clouds so low, and
the rotor so ferocious, we never could get up to the
wave.  A couple of other pilots (a student and his
instructor from Skyline Soaring in their ASK-21, and
Bill Fine from Ohio in his L-33) also tried to get to the
wave, but soon returned to the airport where we all
watched the snow squalls from the warmth of the

FBO.  We decided to return to our motel in the late
afternoon and then go to dinner at the local Chinese
Restaurant.

Dinner was great, with a finale of fortune cook-
ies.  We all read aloud our fortunes after Mike Shulman
suggested that we read them with adding the words “in
bed” at the end.  That proved to cause quite a bit of
laughter as we each read new meaning into our for-
tunes.  I recall that my fortune said, “You will inherit a
lot of money ——- in bed!”

The next morning after breakfast at the motel,
we drove out to the airport and prepared the 2-33 for a
hopeful day of soaring.  Avery and Walter went up first
and found that the rotor was back again – right over
the airport!  Snow squalls kept making their way over
the mountains from the west throughout the day.
Intermittent patches of blue sky would close up quicker
than a glider could get up through them in pursuit of
wave, but we did not give up.  Graham and Mike
Shulman went up next, followed by Graham and David
Carr.  Then Walter flew with Evelyn Gorman and Ben
Johnson.  Ben recorded many of the flights on his video
camera and showed them on his laptop.  Larry was so
impressed that he asked Ben for a copy, which he
immediately made for him.

Once again, Larry and his crew (Bruce, Matt
and others) were magnificent hosts for the weekend.
Larry’s wife, Joan, provided delicious homemade soups
and sandwiches and endless coffee that kept us warm
and well fed.

Once the weekend flying was over, plans were
for Walter to fly the 2-33 back to W-13 with Matt Putz,
towed by Larry’s tow pilot, Bruce.  However, the low
ceiling, turbulence, and snow squalls prevented that
from happening.  We left Petersburg with Walter plan -
ning to return sometime during the following week to
fly 19T back home to Waynesboro.   

Eight of us met in Harrisonburg at El Chorro
for Sunday evening dinner before returning to our
homes (David and Avery left for home earlier in the
day).  There is always plenty of debriefing and laughter
from the wave camp weekend, making it difficult to

SVSMembers Enjoyed Chinese Dining As Part of Wave Camp Fellowship at Petersburg, West Virginia



return to our “normal” weekday lives.   
Going to wave camp in Petersburg is always fun,

whether or not there is wave.  Hearing stories and expe-
riences of “expert” wave pilots and the associated cama-
raderie is uplifting and educational.  Whether student or
rated pilot, there is something for everyone at wave
camp.  Larry’s project of building a campground with
showers and picnic facilities is well on the way.  By sum-
mer, we should be able to take another “field trip” to
Petersburg for more soaring, and hope that more of our
SVS members will join in on the fun!

__________________________________________________

Upcoming Business Items for SVS

APRIL – Board meeting, first Friday
Board selects a “Registered Agent” for SCC report
Board selects a second signatory for bank accounts
Board reviews special memberships for renewal
Board reviews Moses 2-33 lease for continuance or  
renewal
Board updates and committees appointed
Secretary sends updated materials (roster, dues/fees

schedule, etc.) to membership

MAY – Vice president renews memberships with SSA
Secretary sends annual report to SCC
Treasurer sends annual registration fee to SCC

JULY – Board meeting, first Friday

SEPTEMBER – Vice president renews liability insurance

OCTOBER – Board meeting, first Friday

Regional Director’s Report

By Jim Kellett, Dir ector Region IV

Looking Ahead

In May, 2007, the special 75th Anniversary issue of
SOARING magazine will come out . . .and in that issue,
will be the call for nominations for Regional Directors of
the Soaring Society of America.

This has special meaning for us here in Region IV. As
you may recall, I made it clear in 2004 that it was my
intention to serve for one three-year term, during which I
hoped to accomplish several specific tasks, and then help
elect a new, hopefully a little younger, Director. That
term ends with the 2007 calendar year. I’ve accom-
plished about ¾ of what I set out to do – the only big
items left undone are a funding device to defray the
expenses of the RD, a bigboost in SSAmembership in
the Region, and a re-energized network of SSAState
Governors and Recordkeepers – and I’m more than will-
ing to leave those to my successor. 

Please talk this over in your own clubs, and get in touch
with me if you have questions and/or would like to throw
your hat in the ring. I will be honored to help bring a
new Director up to speed.

Are you subscribed to SSA ’s E-News?

The weekly SSAE-Newsletter is the best way to stay
on top of what’s going on nationally in our sport, and
you can subscribe easily from the SSA’s website. 

“If flying were the language of man, soaring would be
its poetry.” - anon


