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First Flight  
 
Ron Coffey comes in for a landing following an initial 
flight of more than an hour in his newly acquired Russia 
sailplane. He made his first flight in the sailplane on 
Saturday, October 13, with a number of SVS members 
serving as interested spectators for the assembly, the flight, 
the disassembly and the post flight report. 

   When the Corporate By-laws and Constitution 
were adopted by the membership in December of 
2006, it established that the club would be run by a 
nine-person board, and set forth specific duties, 
responsibilities, authority, and limits for the full 
board and certain officers, committees, groups, etc. 
The board has spent the first half-year mplementing 
the new By-laws/Constitution and organizing and 
tidying up loose ends while introducing nothing 
new.  A few of these areas were: 
 

· Establishing a single corporate address 
· Getting our trailers titled, licensed and 

road-ready 
· Getting clear title to all aircraft 
· Meeting tax obligations for income, 

personal property and long-overdue sales 
taxes 

· Appointing several committees and groups 
with specific functions, including 
maintenance for specific aircraft, hangar 
operation, golf cart, website, photography, 
and sightseeing rides.  

·  Re-writing an Operations Manual 
combining two older ones with the addition 
of record storage and treatment of visitors 

· Reviving a long-dormant monthly 
newsletter 

· Assuring that all SVS pilots are also SSA 
members to comply with our insurance  

 
The 9-man board was involved in every decision 
and kept fully informed of the activities of the other 
members and committees.  All made an effort to 
make very limited changes.     
  
With that done, the board then began to introduce a 
few new things, such as: 

· Addressing long-term debt 
· Notebooks for all members that includes an 

organizational chart, revised Operations 
Manual and glider safety data. 

· Appointing a Merchandising Committee 
· Hosting a Flight Instructor Refresher Clinic
· Reporting monthly aircraft utilization 

Continued on page 2 
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·  Reporting the exact source and 
category of every dime of income and 
expense 

· Planning a Regional leadership 
meeting with other clubs to address 
common goals and concerns 

· Considering changing aircraft 
 
   I am most pleased to report that the 
Shenandoah Valley Soaring Club is healthy.  
The Board of Directors consists of very 
dedicated, mature, and much-involved 
members.  It is wonderful to observe that they 
are all free thinkers -- not given to following 
along.   
   Every one on your board is quite comfortable 
expressing different viewpoints on almost 
every subject while also listening to others and 
supporting the majority decisions.  This has not 
been my experience in other clubs and 
organizations where egos often get in the way 
of what is best for the organization – not true at 
SVS.   
   It is a healthy, functional and fun club. 

Graham
 
 

By Jeanne Pitsenberger 
 
He took his first glider ride in 1973 with a former 

Luftwaffe pilot, Martin Voelk, at the Adams County 
Airport in Fairfield, Pennsylvania, now one of the 
fields operated by Mid-Atlantic Soaring.  David 
Ross’ next glider flight was not until thirty years 
later!  While visiting at the Virginia Artisan Center in 
Waynesboro, he noticed a Pawnee towing a glider 
and followed it back to Eagles Nest.  He then found 
the SVS website and contacted Bud Branch about 
joining the club.   

Walter Grooms was his main flight instructor.  
After several lessons, David thought for several 
weeks he might solo, and finally in November of 
2004, Walter agreed, and he lost his shirttail!  In 
April 2005, he was a Private Pilot, Glider.  Dave now 
has over 200 flights and is proud of his “C” Badge 
and Silver Altitude achievement.  His longest flight 
so far was one hour and fifty-seven minutes.   

David grew up in Baltimore, Maryland, the only 
boy in a family of four.  His three sisters now live in 
Pittsburgh, Gettysburg, and Plainfield, Vermont, 
while Dave lives in Free Union, Virginia, with his 
wife and high school sweetheart, Nancy.   

How did Dave get to Virginia?  He went to the 
University of Virginia, for undergraduate and 
graduate education in landscape architecture.  
Following his graduation in 1970, he and Nancy got 
married and honeymooned in Micronesia, where they 
served for two years in the Peace Corps.  There he 
was involved in community cevelopment while 
Nancy was a teacher.  After their return to the United 
States, Dave worked as a tree farmer and landscape 
architect.  Nancy is a professor of fine arts at Mary  

Continued on page 3 

President’s Message, continued from page 1 

SVS Sponsoring 
    
SSA Soaring Safety Clinic in January 
 
   SVS will sponsor an SSA Flight Instructors’ 
Revalidation Clinic, to be held in Charlottesville 
January 12 and 13. Although the clinic, which is 
conducted by the SSA’s Soaring Safety 
Foundation, is aimed at instructor recertification, it 
is open to all glider pilots interested in improving 
their knowledge about the art and science of 
soaring. It’s an excellent refresher course for all 
glider pilots. The cost is about $150. 
   The Soaring Safety Foundation sponsors about 
half a dozen such clinics around the country each 
year. Jim Garrison, Tom Belt, and Ben Johnson 
are coordinating arrangements for the 
Charlottesville one. 
   The exact location of the clinic in Charlottesville 
will be announced later. Stay tuned.  
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Baldwin College in Staunton. 
Dave’s daughter, Jennifer, currently works for 

the Virginia State Fair as a program manager.  Her 
involvement on the James Madison University 
Equestrian Team led to a memorable flight for 
Dave in his brother-in-law’s Cessna 172.  Nancy 
and Jennifer drove to the team’s national equestrian 
finals competition in New York, but it took Dave 
and his brother-in-law two hours longer to get 
there.  Well, there were things to do and see 
enroute, like the Soaring Museum in Elmira, fuel 
stops and calls by Mother Nature.  “If you have 
time to spare, go by air” applied to this trip. 

When Dave is not working or soaring at Eagles 
Nest, he enjoys paddling and fly-fishing in the 
Virginia mountain streams.  He and Nancy enjoy 
riding their horses on their nine hundred acre farm 
where they have many horse trails.  They only have 
a thoroughbred and a 25 year-old Welsh pony right 
now, and the farm is also home to their dogs and 
cats.  Vacations away from the farm usually mean 
trips to the beach and sailing.   

If you happen to notice landscaping work being 
done around the hangar, please thank Dave.  He 
was seen last weekend scratching the topsoil and 
planting grass seed in bare areas around the hangar.  
He has plans to get grass growing in the red clay 
area in front of the hangar, but that might have to 
wait for warmer spring days.  Thanks, Dave. 

Now that Dave has his Silver Altitude under his 
belt, he is thinking about working on the other two 
legs for the Silver Badge – the Silver Distance and 
Silver Time.  He’s done some preparatory work for 
the distance leg by flying a triangle on a good cloud 
street day.  He’s enjoying the SGS 1-26D, as well 
as getting more time in the LET Blanik.   

Thanks, Dave, for all you do for SVS, and for 
the warm camaraderie you share with your fellow 
soaring enthusiasts. 

 
[If you would like to write a profile on another 

member, Jeanne has an outline to make it easy.] 
 

 

Ross Profile, continued from page 2  

Club Notes 
 

Glider Trailers 
  It took a while to get the Blanik trailer cushions 
completed, but they were worth the wait.  Jim 
Garrison designed them to snap on and off easily and 
are kept in the hanger rather than subjected to the 
elements all the time.  Now SVS has three glider 
trailers in tip-top shape.  We even have current county 
tax stickers and state registrations. 
 

Website 
   Our website has some great weather links.  If you 
know of other good ones, let Alec Bateman know.  
And don’t miss the new calendar there.  We now have 
a place to post and find schedules for meetings, 
towpilots, tailgate hosts – just anything you want to put 
there. 
 

Red Clay Changing To Green 
  David Ross volunteered to address the red clay 
around N7780S’s tie down and in front of the SVS 
hanger.  We probably won’t have grass this winter but 
look forward to mowing it next spring. 
 

CFI And Promotion Materials 
  Thanks to several folks, the Instructors have a supply 
of Glider Flying Handbooks, pilot log books, 2-33 and 
Blanik flight manuals, “Introduction to Flying” CD’s 
by SSA, and other materials. 
  

Smile For The Birdie 
  While visitors to W13 are taking a glider sightseeing 
ride, Mike Moses is busy downloading and printing 
their takeoff photos for presentation on landing. Mike’s
“magic” truck is now sporting a 750-watt inverter to 
power the photo printer.           
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SVS Logo Designs 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Committee at Work 

By Jeanne Pitsenberger 
 

   Our new Merchandising Committee has hit the road running.  It was appointed at our October 
5th board meeting and is comprised of Norbert Hamm, Mike Moses and Jeanne Pitsenberger.  
   The board also directed the group to develop an official SVS logo.   
    Larry Burruss  developed one several years ago (above, left) that looks great for its use on the 
Pawnee, but does not work as well on such items as stationery, patches, website and clothing. 
    Norbert is taking the lead in developing several designs, some of which feature symbols of the 
Shenandoah Valley – a star representing the meaning of Shenandoah, “Daughter of the Stars”, 
mountains and the Shenandoah River.   
   Jeanne is designing business cards for all members.  Mike is selecting two different hat styles 
to be embroidered with our SVS logo.  I assume they will be available at W13.  Remember, 
Christmas is coming! 

 

 
   

 
 

COMING ATTRACTIONS 
 

 Mark your calendars now for several 
events coming up for SVS members. 
 Friday, January 4, 2008:  SVS Board 
Meeting 
 Sunday, January 6, 2008:  SVS Holiday 
and Twelfth Night Social – place TBA 
 Saturday and Sunday, January 12 & 13, 
2008:  SSA Flight Instructor & Pilot Refresher 
Clinic, Charlottesville, place TBA  
 Saturday, February 2, 2008:  SSA 
Region IV Meeting for all chapters, Chesterfield 
County Airport 
 Saturday, March 8, 2008:  SVS Annual 
Safety and Membership Meeting, including 
election of Board and officers at homeof Chic and 
Judy Randow     
                   
 

Happy Turkey Day to all SVSers! 


